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The Floating Homes

Member Party February 24
—Ted Sempliner

However you pronounceit, Caribbean or
Caribbean, it' sagreat placefor aparty - es-
peciallyinFebruary.

Themembership party thisyear isgoing
to befor the“ Jerksand low life” among us.
To set the mood, we have one of the best
steel bandsinthearea. Lotsof rumandbeer.
Tropical fruit juicefor those who want it.

For thejerks: How about Jerk Chicken, one
of theislands’ dinner favorites? We'll serve
our Jerk chickenwithlotsof special rice, fresh
fruit and baked plantains. We'll al'so have
pineapple upside down cake and coffee.

Asforal youlow lifetypes(andyouknow
whoyouare) HOW LOW canyougo?We' ll
havealimbo contest with appropriate prizes
like a one hour massage at Remedé in
Sausalito, great oils and lots of Tylenal.

Don’t missthisone, immediately after the
annual Membership Meeting at the Bay
Model on Saturday evening, February 24.
Only FHA members for the year 2001 and
invited guests may attend. FHA dues ($20
for the year) may be paid at the door.

“Face the Nation”
At FHA General Mesting

Assemblymember Joe Na-
tion, who is replacing Kerry
Mazzoni as representative for
thisdistrictinthestate Assem-
bly, will joina panel of invited
guests at the Floating Homes
Association’s Annual Meet-
ing. Themeeting beginsat 5:30
PM on Saturday , February 24
at theBay Model. Joining Mr.
Nationwill be County Supervi-
sor and BCDC Commissioner
Annette Rose. Time will be
availablefor plenty of questions
and answers about the diverse
issues facing our community.
We're also expecting a very entertaining
surprise guest.

President Suki Sennett will report onthe

(Continued on Page 3)
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)ock Safety Checklist wi;ch neighbors. Photo: Lance Belville

" Checklist

red “Horizontal High-Rises’

iresonour docksinlast 8 years: 4

res completely destroyed: 2

wsed by candles: 4

wsed by cigarettes: 3

wsed by dryers: 1

wsed by unknown explosivesfound in hull: 1

it happened on dock

Boats are rocking and bumping

"yer - Clean lint behind the back of dryer
Clean crumbsfrominside

ts - Degrease

5

s- Fourth of July

xsponse and accessibility reality - 3- 5 minutes.
1omes burn very quickly

isYOu

2 hoses on your dock, and how to use them

guishers

Refilling once ayear - metal casing only, ABC powder is OK
\on-refillabletypes- plastic, haylon, CO2

arms - replace batteries each year

ithin three boards of siderail - Fire department needsroom
Ist openrail, not planter boxes - Fire department needsroom
10utside of railings

4 feet long plywood strips - Located at end of dock

ieswill work

nsor/detector - Loud enough for neighborsto hear. GET THEM
machine and dishwasher leaks

Replace all soft hoses with stainless steel mesh-encased hoses
yded with sewage can sink boats

‘cuit breaker can cause pump to stop working

1esswith circuit breaker can cause pump to stop working
soncrete hull - water activated or manual

CLAS./

ADRAWING OF YOUR HOUSEBOAT!
Use it on your Christmas card and on
invitationsto your parties! Thiswill bea rea
work of art by a published fine artist, Jane
Chamberlin, who also lives on a Sausalito
houseboat. Call 415-332-5998.

AMERICAN GENERAL FINANCE can
provide loans for the purchase of floating
homes, home improvements, travel or other
purposes. Loans made pursuant to Ca. Dept.
of Corporations Finance Lender’s License.
Call Kristi at (415) 897-9522.

AQUAMAISON, INC. Houseboats,
concrete barges, Transfers and remodels.
Reputable, dependable; licensed, bonded.
Drafting, engineering, permit apps,
competitive rates. Free estimate. lan
Moody, 332-3910.

ARCHITECT+ENGINEERING.Houseboat
design: new, refurbished or remodeled;
stability, energy, and structural calcs. Leal
Charonnat, Architect. 510-436-3466. One
Fifth Ave#1-9, Oakland, CA 94606-5125.

CONCRETE BARGE REPAIRS,
KEVLAR/EPOXY BARRIER
COATINGS - Seven years successful
experiencerestoring and protecting concrete
barges from leaks, cracks, rust and
delamination. Wayne Licina @ (415) 331-
6333 Subsea Coating Systems.

DECKSAVERS. Deck 70, polyurethane
waterproof deck process and construction.
It'sgreat on my boat, how about yours? Call
Michael for freeinfo and estimates. License
# 544614 & bonded. 332-9122.

DECKS AND RAILINGS—Gaco
waterproof deck coating, including “crystal
deck” amulticolored deck coating and Star
Aluminum railings custom made and
installed. Call Warner Hobart at 510-547-
6632 for estimates.

DECKS ROOF
walking decks, 1¢
onlssaquahalone
prices. PROTEC
459-5055.

FINEART SER
and custom mirr
Issaquah Dock &
332-6119.

FLOATING H(
Marinistheprefe
home loans. Cal
1257 or comeintc
experienceBank ¢
banking service.
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result inalaw su
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INSURANCE. F
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health. Colomb |
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Ashedrove, Otisjust happened to look
over and spot threelargelettersin the band
practice room windows above the airplane
hangers.“LSDfarout!” Otisexclaimed,“Let’s
gothere.” Andthat’ show OtisReddingand
hisband cameto live on ahouseboat behind
the Marin County Heliport.

It was along, gray spring that year, and
the modem, plastic houseboat they rented
did little to dispel the damp, gloomy atmo-
sphere that pervaded everything around
them. Thebig Sikorsky commuter helicopter
landed and took off throughout the day,
markingthehours. Thetang of jet fuel inthe
chilly air mingledwiththemuffled cacophony
of several acidrock bandsjamming simulta-
neously in practice rooms at the head of the
dock.

At theother end of thedock lay asunken
bay freight boat, arelic of the 1920s, and the
time before modern paved roads connected
the delta cities around San Francisco Bay.
Thetired hull of theoldvessel reclinedinthe
mud, thesalt tideswashinginand out through
her wooden bones. Shewasdark green, with
flecks of white showing beneath her paint,
which had cracked andflakedinthesunand
saltair. Themaindeck wascovered by ahuge
deckhouseand abovethat, ontheupper deck,
wasaneat, glassed-in cabin, surmounted by

a traditional pilothouse.
The tall, skinny smoke-
stack now served asastee
fireplace below. The sign-
board acrossthefront of the
pilothouse proclaimed
“South Shore,” in genuine
gold leaf letters, for the
owner, Alexis Tellis cared
enough about the old boat
to dignify her declining
years.

Aboard the old “ South
Shore” lived acollection of
people, and some of them
got to know Otis. It wasn't

long before Otisdevel oped

Otis Redding, 2,000 miles  the habit of leaving his

fromhome. .

ast
na

limos. The aged
with musicians,
at they’ d scrape
thehighway. Otis
Ip with touring;
months. For them
ingseriesof bland
‘aced additional
n Francisco.

shiny, modern houseboat

after he got up in the mid-
morning, to saunter down to the old * South
Shore.” Andtherehe' d sit onthe back deck
inacreaky wicker chair and stareout over the
bay asthesalt water ebbed and flowed across
themudflats.

And, of course, aswe all know, the song
“Sitting On The Dock Of TheBay” tellsthe
rest...

©Derek Van Loan
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Fire Captain John Griffin provides tips for handling doc
dents. Photo: Lance Belville

Storms
Electricity outages - Pumps do not work
If electricity isout
Do Not Use Water
No toilet flush
No dish washing
No showers

Turn off all circuit breakersexcept one hall light
Power surge can damage breakers and appliances
Label your breakers - viewable with flashlight
After power comeson, turn on breakersone at atime
Theoretically, floating homesarefirst on PG& E list to

Pilings
Pilings- Check for stability
L ook at base of piling for softness, use pocket knife or
Replacing pilingsis Kappas responsibility, but difficul
Depends on tides and winds. Ourstook 8 mc
Storms and east winds can break pilings

Piling height
Compare piling height to collar height at high tides, ma
Tides can reach 8 feet or more with storm surge

Other

Freeboard - Keep wooden structure out of the water
Ballast - Keep boat balanced side-to-side, end-to-end
D-Rings- Look for any dry rot or structural weakness

Emergency equipment
Water
Food
Camp Stove
Flashlights, camping lights
Nylon webbing cord - at West Marine
Three 5-gallon buckets with garbage bags and toilet s

Christmastreelightson railings- On timer for evenings, mornir
Hand rails- replacefor splinters

No running on docks - SPLINTERS

Keysto neighbors homes, and neighbors emergency phone n







