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Member Party February 24
—Ted Sempliner

However you pronounce it, Caribbean or
Caribbean, it’s a great place for a party - es-
pecially in February.

The membership party this year is going
to be for the “Jerks and low life” among us.
To set the mood, we have one of the best
steel bands in the area.  Lots of rum and beer.
Tropical fruit juice for those who want it.

For the jerks: How about Jerk Chicken, one
of the islands’ dinner favorites?  We’ll serve
our Jerk chicken with lots of special rice, fresh
fruit and baked plantains. We’ll also have
pineapple upside down cake and coffee.

As for all you low life types (and you know
who you are) HOW LOW can you go? We’ll
have a limbo contest with appropriate prizes
like a one hour massage at Remedé in
Sausalito, great oils and lots of Tylenol.

Don’t miss this one, immediately after the
annual Membership Meeting at the Bay
Model on Saturday evening, February 24.
Only FHA members for the year 2001 and
invited guests may attend.  FHA dues ($20
for the year) may be paid at the door.

(Continued on Page 3)

FLOATING HOMES ASSOCIATION, INC.
P.O. BOX 3054
SAUSALITO, CA 94966

DOCK REPS
A-Dock JoAnn Ponek 331-5702
—Alternate Sally Champe 331-1958

Commodore Sue Hans 332-2602
—Alternate Terry Adams 332-5428
Gate 6½ Roy Greckin 332-6861
—Alternate Jan Land 332-3844
Kappas East Ted Sempliner 331-7228
—Alternate Ron Moreland 332-2429
Kappas West Lance Belville 289-0862
Issaquah Richard Mickley 332-4135
—Alternate Stephanie Burns 339-9081
Liberty Steve Frisch 332-4545
—Alternate Amy Pertschuk 331-6324
Main Tony Williams 332-6296
—Alternate Pierre Valeille 331-5483
Mays Harbor Gary Richardson 332-9030
South Forty Richard Holstein 331-5132
—Alternate Katie Danielson 331-3424
Yellow Ferry Jack  Davis 332-1587
—Alternate Michael Korman 331-8926

GOVERNMENT
Annette Rose District 3 Supervisor 499-7331

332-8533
Ellie Spater Mediation Services 499-6191
Kerry Mazzoni Assemblywoman 479-4920
SF BCDC 415-352-3600
FEMA 800-462-9029
Sausalito Post  Office 332-0258

Website: www.floatinghomes.org

“Face the Nation”
At FHA General Meeting

Assemblymember Joe Na-
tion, who is replacing Kerry
Mazzoni as representative for
this district in the state Assem-
bly, will join a  panel of invited
guests at the Floating Homes
Association’s Annual Meet-
ing.  The meeting begins at 5:30
PM on Saturday , February 24
at the Bay Model.  Joining Mr.
Nation will be County Supervi-
sor and BCDC Commissioner
Annette Rose. Time will be
available for plenty of questions
and answers about the diverse
issues facing our community.
We’re also expecting a very entertaining
surprise guest.

President Suki Sennett will report on the

Sheriffs Share Crime
Fighting Tips

Residents of Gate 6-1/2 have experienced
over 20 incidents of burglary, vandalism, and
other criminal activity since October.  To stop
this crime wave, they appealed to Kappas
Marina management and the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment for help.  Kappas responded by putting
a late-night security patrol vehicle in the Gate
6-1/2 parking lot on a trial basis, and by prom-
ising to install new lighting.

On December 13, over two dozen residents
gathered in a dock meeting with sheriff’s
deputies.  The discussion focused on how to
report suspicious activity or emergencies.

Calling 911
Crime prevention deputy Evan Hughes

explained that emergencies (such as a crime
in progress) should be called in to the
countywide communications center by dial-
ing 911.  This system connects to every law
enforcement agency in Marin, and several
fire districts as well.  Your call should be an-
swered in one or two rings, and your address
will pop up on the complaint taker’s screen.
After verifying your location, the operator
will ask the nature of your emergency, which
will be immediately referred to the appropri-

ate law enforcement, medical or firefighting
agency.  Officers begin responding while
you’re providing all the information you can.

Three wise men respond to residents’ questions.  Photo:
Debbi Handler



C L A S S I F I E D

A DRAWING  OF YOUR  HOUSEBOAT!
Use it on your Christmas card and on
invitations to your parties! This will be a  real
work of art by a published fine artist, Jane
Chamberlin, who also lives on a Sausalito
houseboat.  Call 415-332-5998.

AMERICAN GENERAL FINANCE can
provide loans for the purchase of floating
homes, home improvements, travel or other
purposes. Loans made pursuant to Ca. Dept.
of Corporations Finance Lender’s License.
Call Kristi at (415) 897-9522.

AQUAMAISON, INC.  Houseboats,
concrete barges, Transfers and remodels.
Reputable, dependable; licensed, bonded.
Drafting,  engineering,  permit apps,
competitive  rates.  Free  estimate.  Ian
Moody,  332-3910.

ARCHITECT+ENGINEERING.Houseboat
design: new, refurbished or remodeled;
stability, energy, and structural calcs.  Leal
Charonnat, Architect. 510-436-3466. One
Fifth Ave #1-9, Oakland, CA  94606-5125.

CONCRETE BARGE REPAIRS,
KEVLAR/EPOXY BARRIER
COATINGS - Seven years successful
experience restoring and protecting concrete
barges from leaks, cracks, rust and
delamination.  Wayne Licina @ (415) 331-
6333 Subsea Coating Systems.

DECKSAVERS.  Deck 70, polyurethane
waterproof deck process and  construction.
It’s great on my boat, how about yours? Call
Michael  for free info and estimates.  License
# 544614 &  bonded. 332-9122.

DECKS AND RAILINGS—Gaco
waterproof deck coating, including “crystal
deck” a multicolored deck coating  and Star
Aluminum  railings  custom  made and
installed.  Call Warner Hobart  at  510-547-
6632  for estimates.

Want  to place a Classified Ad? Advertisements may be up to six lines. Cost  is $30 for six issues.
Call Renée Jahnke, Classified Manager at (415)  331-1617.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE:  January15, 2001

The Floating Times is printed by Ram Print, 601 Strawberry Village, Mill Valley, 383-4177

DECKS ROOFS
walking decks, 19  years exp.  17 houseboats
on Issaquah alone. Free est., refs., reasonable
prices.  PRO TECH  WATERPROOFING, at
459-5055.

FINE ART  SERVICES. 
and custom mirrors. Richard Mickley, 64
Issaquah  Dock and Industrial Center Bldg.
332-6119.

FLOATING HOME LOANS 
Marin is the preferred local lender for floating
home loans.  Call  Richard Ugarte at 380-
1257 or come into the Strawberry branch and
experience Bank of Marin’s genuine personal
banking service.

HOUSEBOAT PAINTING
have painted  over two dozen floating homes,
interior and exterior. Licensed.  References.
5% discount to FHA members. All Marin
Painting Company, 332-7961.

FREEBOARD OR STABILITY
PROBLEMS??? 
between top of barge and  water line.  House
not level?  We install high density, hidden
ballast and  non-styrofoam sponsons. Subsea
Coating Systems  (415)  331-6333.

INSURANCE - Do  you  take personal
property with you when traveling? Concerned
about Earthquake? Can your tennis game
result in a law suit? Questions? CALL Luci
Payne @ Payne Whittington 415-499-8690.

INSURANCE.  Floating Homes, 
tenant-occupied. Red Shield, Cigna, FAIR
Plan available. Yacht, auto, business, life/
health. Colomb Insurance Services, broker
Dianne Chute, 331-5770. 1 Gate 5 Road.

INSURANCE -
Owner Occupied.  Competitive rates and
coverage. Underwritten by an “A” rated
Company. Contact McGinnis Insurance
at  800-486-4008 or  

Dock Safety Checklist

Docks are considered “Horizontal High-Rises”
Number of major fires on our docks in last 8 years: 4
Number of structures completely destroyed: 2
Number of fires caused by candles: 4
Number of fires caused by cigarettes: 3
Number of fires caused by dryers: 1
Number of fires caused by unknown explosives found in hull: 1

Causes of fires that happened on dock
candles - Boats are rocking and bumping
clothes dryer - Clean lint behind the back of dryer
toasters - Clean crumbs from inside
oven vents - Degrease

cigarettes
explosives - Fourth of July

Fire Department response and accessibility reality - 3 - 5 minutes.
Floating homes burn very quickly

The first response is YOU
Know the hoses on your dock, and how to use them
Fire extinguishers

Refilling once a year - metal casing only, ABC powder is OK
Non-refillable types - plastic, haylon, CO2

Smoke alarms - replace batteries each year

Plants - Keep to within three boards of side rail - Fire department needs room
Carts - Place against open rail, not planter boxes - Fire department needs room
Bicycles - Hang on outside of railings
Mud Walkers - 2x4 feet long plywood strips - Located at end of  dock

Snow shoes will work

Water Leakage Sensor/detector - Loud enough for neighbors to hear.  GET THEM
Washing machine and dishwasher leaks

Replace all soft hoses with stainless steel mesh-encased hoses
Hulls flooded with sewage can sink boats
Faulty circuit breaker can cause pump to stop working
Carelessness with circuit breaker can cause pump to stop working

Backup pump for concrete hull - water activated or manual

Court Mast reviews Dock Safety Checklist with neighbors.  Photo: Lance Belville



Storms
Electricity outages - Pumps do not work
If electricity is out

Do Not Use Water
No toilet flush
No dish washing
No showers

Turn off all circuit breakers except one hall light
Power surge can damage breakers and appliances
Label your breakers - viewable with flashlight
After power comes on, turn on breakers one at a time
Theoretically, floating homes are first on PG&E list to turn on

Pilings
Pilings - Check for stability

Look at base of piling for softness, use pocket knife or screwdriver
Replacing pilings is Kappas responsibility, but difficult to do

Depends on tides and winds.  Ours took 8 months to replace.
Storms and east winds can break pilings

Piling height
Compare piling height to collar height at high tides, mark with nail
Tides can reach 8 feet or more with storm surge

Other
Freeboard - Keep wooden structure out of the water
Ballast - Keep boat balanced side-to-side, end-to-end
D-Rings - Look for any dry rot or structural weakness

Emergency equipment
Water
Food
Camp Stove
Flashlights, camping lights
Nylon webbing cord - at West Marine
Three 5-gallon buckets with garbage bags and toilet seat

Christmas tree lights on railings - On timer for evenings, mornings
Hand rails - replace for splinters
No running on docks - SPLINTERS
Keys to neighbors’ homes, and neighbors’ emergency phone numbers on hand

Fire Captain John Griffin provides tips for handling dock hoses to Kappas West resi-
dents.  Photo: Lance Belville

carrier’s error, he or she will receive notice to
watch your mail more carefully in the future.

The Marin Independent Journal recently
reported problems with mail being stolen from
unlocked rural-style mailboxes, such as the
outgoing boxes on our docks.  Postmaster
White is looking into the possibility of in-
stalling locked boxes for our outgoing mail,
and we’ll keep you informed of any progress

Other Problems with mail
If you have other problems with your mail,

call the postmaster.  Keep problem envelopes
for his analysis.  It may be an error in the bar
code or zip code stamped on the letter by the
central post office.  All mail returned to sender
by the Sausalito post office must have a red
stamped finger with the reason for return and

We are fortunate to have a postmaster with
an interest in our problems and a desire to
correct them.  Let us applaud him and help
him help us by keeping our communications

—  by Marling Mast

Sitting On The Dock Of

Ed. Note: The following reminiscence is

Redding and his band and
road crew were driving past
the Heliport on U. S. 101 in a
couple of dusty old black limos. The aged
Caddies were so loaded with musicians,
roadies and equipment that they’ d scrape
bottom on a shadow across the highway. Otis
and his band were fed-up with touring;
they’d been on the road for months. For them
life had become an uninspiring series of bland
motels. And now they faced additional
months of bookings in San Francisco.

As he drove, Otis just happened to look
over and spot three large letters in the band
practice room windows above the airplane
hangers. “LSD farout!” Otis exclaimed, “Let’s
go there.” And that’s how Otis Redding and
his band came to live on a houseboat behind
the Marin County Heliport.

It was a long, gray spring that year, and
the modem, plastic houseboat they rented
did little to dispel the damp, gloomy atmo-
sphere that pervaded everything around
them. The big Sikorsky commuter helicopter
landed and took off throughout the day,
marking the hours. The tang of jet fuel in the
chilly air mingled with the muffled cacophony
of several acid rock bands jamming simulta-
neously in practice rooms at the head of the
dock.

At the other end of the dock lay a sunken
bay freight boat, a relic of the 1920s, and the
time before modern paved roads connected
the delta cities around San Francisco Bay.
The tired hull of the old vessel reclined in the
mud, the salt tides washing in and out through
her wooden bones. She was dark green, with
flecks of white showing beneath her paint,
which had cracked and flaked in the sun and
salt air. The main deck was covered by a huge
deckhouse and above that, on the upper deck,
was a neat, glassed-in cabin, surmounted by

a traditional pilothouse.
The tall, skinny smoke-
stack now served as a steel
fireplace below. The sign-
board across the front of the
pilothouse proclaimed
“South Shore,” in genuine
gold leaf letters, for the
owner, Alexis Tellis cared
enough about the old boat
to dignify her declining
years.

Aboard the old “South
Shore” lived a collection of
people, and some of them
got to know Otis. It wasn’t
long before Otis developed
the habit of leaving his
shiny, modern houseboat
after he got up in the mid-

morning, to saunter down to the old “South
Shore.” And there he’d sit on the back deck
in a creaky wicker chair and stare out over the
bay as the salt water ebbed and flowed across
the mud flats.

And, of course, as we all know, the song
“Sitting On The Dock Of The Bay” tells the
rest...

©Derek Van Loan

Otis Redding, 2,000 miles
from home . . .




